ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

be sure that certain judges would become very
popular with persons seeking a legal separa-
tion.

Of late years there has been a decided change
in the attitude of social reformers toward crimi-
nals; and the opinion that crime should be
punished, not as a matter of public vengeance,
but simply as a means of protecting society, if
possible, through the reformation of the crimi-
nal, has altered the nature of much of our
court work as compared with fifteen or twenty
years ago. There are now in most of our
states probation officers who may save many
persons beginning a criminal life from the
temptations which will inevitably be set for
the criminal who is placed in prison. Juve-
nile courts have been created to restrain chil-
dren before they become confirmed criminals,
and in innumerable other ways our courts find
themselves in a position to shape directly or
indirectly the destinies of individuals to per-
haps a greater degree than can the public
officials in any other department of the govern-
ment.
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